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ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS FOR THE WATSONS GO TO BIRMINGHAM - 1963

The performance takes place in the Eve Alvord Theatre. Seating is stadium style, on long benches. There is 
an aisle on each side of the theatre, and a quiet room on the back right.

The show is approximately 90 minutes in duration and takes place without an intermission

Most of the scenery for the show is projected on very large rectangular screens which move around the stage 
throughout the show. Sometimes the images on the screens are static and sometimes they scroll to depict 
movement, such as snow falling, a car driving down the road, or a person swirling in a whirlpool.
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SHOW CONTENT CONSIDERATIONS FOR THE WATSONS GO TO BIRMINGHAM - 1963

The Watsons go to Birmingham is emotionally intense. The main character experiences intense fear, 
encounters racism with the threat of physical violence, nearly drowns, is knocked unconscious in a church 
bombing, describes witnessing the dead bodies of 4 young girls after the church bombing, and experiences 
flashbacks of the church bombing and near drowning.
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KEY TO SYMBOLS 

Visual intensity Auditory Intensity Suspense Emotional Intensity   Audience Interaction

PA
RE

N
T 

G
U

ID
E

THE WATSONS GO TO BIRMINGHAM – 1963 – AUDIENCE GUIDE CONTENT

The Watsons Go to Birmingham - 1963 is an intense show from a sensory perspective. Emotionally intense 
themes include racism with the threat of physical violence, bombings, near death experiences and the death of 
children. Production elements include visually intense large projection screens featuring moving images, some of 
which include driving in a car for long periods of time, swirling water and explosions. Because these emotionally 
and visually intense elements are woven throughout the entirety of the show, it is not possible to create a fully 
“sensory friendly” experience from a production standpoint. Audience members who are sensitive to emotionally 
intense themes and moving visual imagery should consider, based on the audience guide below, if this is an 
appropriate show for their unique sensory needs.



SHOW MOMENT IN 
CHRONOLOGICAL 
ORDER

SENSORY
CATEGORY

DESCRIPTION 

Throughout 
the show

Opening Scene

Family car trip in 
the snow

Father watches TV

Throughout 
the car trip

Driving after 
the rest stop

Joey needs to go 
to the bathroom

Arriving in 
Alabama

Racist with 
a bat

Wool Pooh

Kenny swims where 
he shouldn’t

-Moving images appear on large screens across the 
stage.

-Kenny, the main character, experiences a flashback 
to frightening experiences from a family trip to 
Birmingham, Alabama.

-Byron gets his lips stuck to the mirror of the car.

-Screens depict images of civil unrest, some of 
which are violent, in the South as African Americans 
attempt to register to vote.

-The family hears a police car siren. Mama and Dad 
are very anxious, thinking they might be pulled over 
and fear for their safety. Red lights flash.

-The family needs to stop in a forest to go to the 
bathroom. Mama frets about the family’s safety. 
The children are very anxious to be in the forest. 
Byron talks to Kenny about Ku Klux Klan members 
referring to them as “night riders”.

-Kenny and Dad discuss intense themes as they 
see signs that say “segregation forever,” and “Keep 
Alabama white.”

-A man with a bat stands in front of the car. Dad 
instructs Kenny not to make eye contact. Dad and 
the racist man interact.

-Byron makes up the story of the Wool Pooh who 
attacks children based on his grandmother’s 
description of a whirlpool in which children have 
drowned.

- Kenny enters the water, falls into a whirl pool and 
starts to drown. The Wool Pool character appears 
and spins him around as if trying to drown him. 
Byron rescues him, and feels sad for not stopping 
him in the first place.

-Music is played on a “record player”. The family 
sings along. 
-Mama often expresses fear for the family’s safety.

Church bombing
- Kenny accompanies Joey to church. A bomb 
explodes. There is intense lighting and visual 
effects, and the sounds of people screaming. The 
Wool Pooh character appears again and fights 
with Kenny. Kenny describes seeing 4 girls dead in 
front of the church and is overcome with emotion.

Back at home - Kenny has flashbacks to the church bombing and 
nearly drowning in the whirlpool.




