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ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS 

SHOW CONTENT CONSIDERATIONS 

The performance takes place in the Charlotte Martin Theatre. Seating is stadium style, similar to a 
movie theater. There are aisles on each side of the theatre and a quiet room in the back right corner.

• The show has two acts and a 15 minute intermission. Act 1 is approximately 60 minutes. Act 2 is 
approximately 40 minutes.

• The story takes place over 20 years, starting in the mid-1920s.

• Edward Tulane goes by several different names during his journey (depending on what the people 
he is with decide to call him).

• The Musician voices Edward’s thoughts and emotions throughout the play.

• The show includes emotionally intense themes around death and losing, or being separate from, 
loved ones.



SENSORY-RICH AND EMOTIONALLY INTENSE 
MOMENTS TO CONSIDER

SCENE SENSORY CATEGORY DESCRIPTION

Act I – Opening Scene

Edward (now called 
Susanna), Lawrence 
and Nellie

Edward (now called 
Malone), Lucy and Bull

Underwater

The Ship

Pellegrina tells Edward 
and Abilene a story

Edward and Abilene

SOUND

EMOTIONAL INTENSITY

AUDIENCE INTERACTION

SUSPENSE

SOUND

EMOTIONAL INTENSITY

VISUAL

SOUND

SOUND

SUSPENSE

EMOTIONAL INTENSITY

VISUAL

SOUND

SUSPENSE

N/A

•  Accordion and guitar music
•  Actors stomp intermittently and then sing.

•  Nellie tells Edward about her son who died from pneumonia 
when he was five years old.

•  Lawrence and Edward walk in the aisle while they look at 
the stars.

•  Lolly takes Edward to the dump and leaves him on a pile 
of garbage.

•  They meet up with other travelers. Everyone sings and 
plays music together.

•  Several different hobos tell Edward about their children 
who they left in search of work

•  The society lady has a loud, high pitched voice.

•  Martin and Amos take Edward from Abilene and play catch 
with him.

•  Edward flies over the railing of the ship and falls in the water.

•  Dark stage lighting

•  During the storm, there is a lot of movement on stage and 
the intensity of the music increases.

•  Cartoon images are projected on a screen during 
 Pellegrina’s story.

•  Pellegrina uses a loud, high pitched voice while portraying the 
witch in her story. She screams/laughs loudly at one point.

•  The warthog/princess is shot and butchered in Pellegrina’s story.

Boxcar SUSPENSE

EMOTIONAL INTENSITY

•  The Watchman kicks Bull and Lucy and yells at them for 
riding the train without paying. 

•  The Watchman throws Edward out of the moving train.



SCENE SENSORY CATEGORY

15 MINUTE INTERMISSION

DESCRIPTION

Garden

Bryce and Sarah Ruth’s 
home (Bryce and Sarah 
Ruth call Edward Jangles)

The Diner

Edward’s Dream Vision

The Doll Shop

End

Act II – Opening Scene

SOUND

VISUAL

SUSPENSE

EMOTIONAL INTENSITY

SUSPENSE & EMOTIONAL
INTENSITY

EMOTIONAL INTENSITY

EMOTIONAL INTENSITY

SOUND

SOUND

•  Edward is attached to a pole as a scarecrow. Crow Pellegrina 
caws loudly.

•  At night, there is a starry background with lanterns.

•  Bryce and Sarah Ruth’s drunk father yells at them and hits 
Bryce. (Their father is portrayed as a shadow and a voice).

•  Bryce and Sarah Ruth reminisce about their mother who 
passed away.

•  Sarah Ruth’s health deteriorates and she dies.

•  The owner of the diner becomes angry when Bryce 
doesn’t have enough money to pay for his meal. He slams 
Edward’s head onto the countertop and breaks Edward’s 
head into 21 pieces.

•  Edward sees and hears everyone who has ever loved him 
and says that his heart is broken.

•  Edward is reunited with (adult) Abilene who is shopping 
for a gift for her daughter.

•  Music and Dancing on stage
•  Audience Applause

•  An Old Lady sings loudly before and after she finds Edward 
on the ground.
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